THE

By Rick Rothermel
Photes courtesy of Classic Automative
Restoration Specialists

ar magazine writers love
to use the terms “rare”
and “one of one” in their
articles. The cars tagged
with the terms are usually color-
ful with the requisite stripes and
chrome, the most exotic power-
train and nothing unexpected in
their makeup other than the one
of two unusual components that
create the rare combination.

This "70 Challenger BT is a
breed apart. It's an odd thing,
and you find yourself wandering
about its history and its treat-
ment back when it was just a
“used car,” prior to either of the
two musclecar value jumps that
have happened over the years,
It's odd that it survived at all
without at least being repainted
or changed in some way., And
while its option load is unigue
and desirable, it's also a little,
well, welrd,

The car was ordered by a North
Carglina Dodge dealer some-
time in May or June 1570, and
built in July of that year. The car
was first registered to a young
woman later that summer. It was
equipped with a 440 Six Pack and
a four-speed and—rare for a '70
Challenger—a Shaker hood. The
body is the standard R/T coupe,
in Kowalski-edition, stripe-delete
refrigerator white, and it has a
standard-trim interiar in dark
green. It wears the original Rallye
wheels, Power windows rank as
an unusual option, as does the
chrame deck-mounted luggage
rack, Mopar specialist Galen
Govier has verified that this was

the very last ‘70 Challenger A/T Most carguys would look: at thie pletor ir fogter,” 3

manufactured, depent from a distance. it's always a good idea to check close
Last registered in 1979, the car - Js far from encouraging. Rust appears around the usual places near
was recently part of an estate at trim breaks; anywhere the original white paint-was damage:
sale in Morth Carolina, The new Blrber said the torque boxes and VIN stamp areas are solj so the body i

(third) owner asked lim Barber, of back without having to re-fabricate or replace those uuas.
Classic Automotive Restoration ;
Specialists, to check the car over
to determine its value, Jim first
advised him to pass, mostly
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luggage rack ; !
SOMme nxtrh ventls o0
lation hiolés that

have developed

b recent years.

The hacklight is

lagt & time: The

riae bumper and
‘alance:panol-are
missing as well,

There has to be a

story thers.
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